
Concentrations of WIC Services: Tacoma, WA

INTRODUCTION
WIC offers services for women, infants, and children while usually catering to those families 
whom are low income. The services provided by WIC include nutritious foods, supplement 
diets, information on healthy eating, and healthcare referrals. They do this through vouchers 
that can be used at authorized food stores.

METHODS
• Location Analysis: To determine 

the precise location of WIC sites 
based on single family housing 
parcels

• Network Analysis: Determined 
walking distance of a WIC site in 
increments of 1, 5, and 10 
minutes.

• Statistical Analysis: To find the 
correlation between WIC sites 
and home values

RESULTS
The further you get from WIC sites, the higher the value of 
the single family home is. Shown in Table 1 is the income 
data from the local WIC organizations based on household 
size. The closer you get to the WIC site, the value of the 
single family residence, on average, drops. The further 
away from the WIC sites, the value of the single family 
residence on average increases. Walking distance is 
symbolized by a blue color scale. 

CONCLUSION
The data shows that the WIC locations are concentrated 
around lower income single family homes. However, this 
is not exclusive but is likely. The closer a single family 
dwelling is to a WIC service site, the lower the average 
value of the home. While this phenomena occurs both 
within and outside the 15 minute walking radius, a 
dramatic increase in average home values does not incur 
unless the house is outside the aforementioned walking 
distance.
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FIGURE 1. Concentrations of WIC services within 15 
minute walking distances.

FIGURE 2. Concentration of WIC services in North Tacoma

FIGURE 4. The only WIC location in North 
East Tacoma

FIGURE 3. Concentration of WIC services in South 
Tacoma
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